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perous and nappy until we forced our intercourse
upon them by intimidation.

It may be that these forebodings may not be re-
alised immediately, and that England may yet have
an opportunity to draw back from this false position
into which she has been brought unawares in Japan,
and that the warning and example of Ashanti may
be followed. In the case of Ashanti, the nation was
unanimous in approving the withdrawal of the
policy of Governor Pine ; for the losses consequent
upon pursuing it might have become verv great,
whilst the advantages must have been nil. In the
case of Japan, the losses might be greater if tlie ex-
pedition failed, since the forces on both sides would
be much greater: if successful, the expedition might
gain something by plunder, but it is not easy to see
what advantage the State would derive; and it.
cannot be supposed that the policy of England is
influenced by so base a motive as the prospect of a
war indemnity, however large.

No! wherever England is drawn into an ag-
gressive war upon a weak and unoffending nation,
the causes are the overbearing conduct of some
agent desirous of bringing himself into notice, the
greed of British settlers or adventurers, and the ig-
norance and indifference of the British nation, which
leaves these things in the hands of the Government,